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Collaborative Local Governance: 
Co-creation in Catchment Partnerships
In 2009-10, WRT worked with researchers from the 
Rural Economics and Land Use (RELU) Project to 
develop a framework for Catchment Partnership 
working – this was further developed during the 
2012 Tamar Catchment Pilot – one of the 1st truly 
co-created catchment action plans..!!
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Adaptive Catchment Management 
The Tamar was an early pioneers the Catchment Based Approach (CaBA) in 2010-2012 
- We adapted the US-EPA Adaptive Management Cycle for use by CaBA.



For the Tamar Pilot, WRT developed a Participatory Ecosystem Services Framework…



…which after >70 hours of co-creation workshops and evidence review, led to the 
development of the Tamar Catchment Vision & Action Plan…
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Tamar Fisheries Plan
A Your Fisheries Pilot



Tamar Valley Organic Group
A soil carbon sequestration study











Education at Upper Tamar Lake
Funded by WaterLIFE, the design, build and installation of an 
educational exhibit was commissioned to be displayed in the 
visitors centre at the Upper Tamar Lake.

The overall objective was to engage the public with a narrative based 
around the River Tamar and its surrounding landscape, which could include 
elements of science, history, natural history, stories & art



Outreach at Events, 
Festivals & Shows
The Tamar Partnership have delivered 
educational activities to people of all ages 
at events & shows across the catchment.

We now have a fully equipped mobile 
laboratory in our show trailer, with sampling 
equipment, microscopes and interactive 
exhibits of all kinds…



Westcountry CSI
A ground-breaking citizen science programme… 

Originally piloted on the River Tamar as ‘Tamar CSI’ with funding from the 
National Lottery…Westcountry CSI now covers the whole of the 
Westcountry (Cornwall, Devon and parts of Somerset and Dorset)…

1,050 CSI surveys carried out in 2018 – covering 20% of SW waterbodies…



Co-creating a community NBS & GI Plan for Millbrook 

• Millbrook River Catchment, Cornwall

• 2016-2018
• Community engagement
• Evidence review
• Interactive flood modelling 

+ a ‘Serious Game’

https://issuu.com/westcountryriverstrust/docs/millbrook-workshop-2016?e=0



The Nature of Millbrook



Co-creation and trialling the Millbrook Serious Game -
 Developed by Centre for Water Systems at Exeter University

 Interactive, educational ‘game’ that illustrates movement of 
water through catchment and village over time

 Ability to change land use and investment to drainage 
infrastructure within different parts of the catchment

 Trialled by local stakeholders

Paper published in December 2018
http://www.mdpi.com/2073-4441/10/12/1885/pdf
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